CLAIMS 

We Claim: 



1 flTT A method of transferring data across a computer 

2 network, said computer network including a plurality 

3 of Computers, a database stored on one of said 

4 plurality of computers, said method comprising the 

5 steps Gtf : 

6 setsting data transfer constraints; 

7 requesting transfer of data stored on a remote 

8 computer system; 

9 identifying at least one object included in 

10 said requested, data as being associated with a 

11 generic object;\and 

12 substituting the generic object for each of 

13 said at least oneNobject responsive to said data 

14 transfer constraint^. 

1 2. A method as in cMm 1 wherein said stored data 

2 includes image and sounsl data. 

1 3. A method as in claim\2, wherein image data is 

2 requested by a user for display on a web browser, 

3 said generic object being substituted in a web 

4 browser image, said method fuVther comprising: 

5 displaying said web browser image. 

1 4. A method as in claim 3, wherein the remote 

2 computer system identifies generic\ obj ects . 

1 5. A method as in claim 4, whereim while the web 

2 browser image is being displayed, the\ remote 
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3 computer system is transferring generic object codes 

4 associate^ With related images. 

1 ^*^5"! ---A^riethod as in claim /5 wWerein when related 

2 images are cfr&$layed, said gd^ric^objects 

3 associated with sai^K4^ansf erred generic object 

4 codes are substituted in s^id^di splayed related 

5 images. ^^^^^ 

tl vN. A method as in claim 6 wherein a requested 

j 2 objectTrs^ransf erred while a corresponding generic 

i 3 object is bein^^isplayed and further comprising: 
' 4 replacing and ai§playing each corresponding 

5 generic object with eacn^aid requested object when 

UJ 6 said requested object is receiveHl*<^__, 

ill \ 1 ^8. A method as in claim 7, wherein the data 

£\)[Qs* / 2 trhrisfer constraints include a peak net traffic 

/ 3 constraint, a client quick mode constraint, a server 

p,J 4 quick mode constraint and an importance level. 



1 9. A method as in claim 8, wherein when said 

2 importance levhJ. is high, data is transferred from 

3 said database ana\the web browser image is displayed 

4 normally. 



1 10. A method as in claim^8, wherein when peak net 

2 traffic is below said peak\et traffic constraint, 

3 data is transferred from saidNjatabase and the web 

4 browser image is displayed norma. 
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1 i\l. A method as in claim 8, wherein when said 

2 client quick mode constraint is not selected, data 

3 is transferred from said database and the web 

4 browser image is displayed normally. 

1 12. A method as in claim 8, wherein when said 

2 server quick mode constraint is not selected, data 

3 is transferred from said database and the web 

4 browser image aSs displayed normally. 

1 13. A method as \n claim 5, wherein while the web 

2 browser image is being displayed, the remote 

3 computer system is farther transferring additional 

4 generic objects associated with said related images. 

1 14. An interface devicev f or connecting to and 

2 retrieving data from a remote computer system, said 

3 interface device comprisirra: 

4 means for setting datA transfer constraints; 

5 means for requesting data from a remote 

6 computer system; \ 

7 means for storing a plurality of generic 

8 objects, each stored generic onject corresponding to 

9 an original object in data requested from said 

10 remote computer system; \ 

11 means for substituting each stored said generic 

12 objects for said corresponding object; and 

13 means for outputting said requested data, said 

14 output data selectively including said generic 

15 objects or corresponding original oypects responsive 

16 to said data transfer constraints. \ 
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1 15. Tire interface device as in claim 14, wherein 

2 the outpuiting means is a video display. 

1 16. The interface device as in claim 14 , wherein 

2 the interface Vievice is a speaker. 

1 1\. A method of compressing digital images, 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 ^e) identifying objects in a digital image; 

4 b\ identifying names of identified objects; 

5 c) \ identifying a position of identified 

6 objects; \ 

7 d) identifying a position relative to one of 

8 said identified objects in the digital image; 

9 e) ident\fying characteristics of the 

10 identified objecrte; 

11 f) replacing^ identified objects with generic 

12 objects, position datsa and characteristics; and, 

13 g) sending the\modified digital image to a 

14 client system for display. 

1 18. A method of restoring k compressed image 

2 comprising the steps of: \a) identifying 

3 generic objects in received image data; 

4 b) identifying corresponding objects in 

5 subsequently received data; \ 

6 c) replacing said identif ied^generic objects 

7 with said corresponding objects; and \ 

8 d) displaying said image. \ 

1 19. A computer program product for transferring 

2 data across a computer network, said computer \ 
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network including a plurality of computers, a 
database stored on one of said plurality of 
computers, said computer readable program code 
comprising : 

computer readable program code means for 
setting da^ta transfer constraints; 

computer readable program code means for 
requesting transfer of data stored on a remote 
computer system\ 

computer reaoable program code means for 
identifying at leas\ one object included in said 
requested data as bei\g associated with a generic 
object; and \ 

computer readable program code means for 
substituting the generic object for each of said at 
least one object responsive t\ said data transfer 
constraints . \ 



ZQ. A computer program product as in claim 19, 
wherein image data is requested by a user for 
display on a web browser, said generic object being 
substituted in a web browser image, said computer 
program product further comprising: 

compute*: readable program code including a 
database with \ plurality of generic objects. 

21. A computer program product as in claim 20, 
further comprising: \ 

computer readable pnrogram code for transferring 
additional generic objects^ associated with related 
images while the web browse\ image is being 
displayed. \ 




* 



1 22T^-^computer program/product as in claim 21, 

2 further corfit^ising : 

3 computer reattaJgle program code for substituting 

4 said additional objectsfb-^u^said related object when 

5 a related image is displayed. 





23?v A computer program product as in claim 20 , 
f urthe^Qomprising: 

compute^sreadable program code for transferring 
requested objectVtiile a corresponding generic 
object is being displayed and when said requested 
object is received, replaclrag and displaying each 
corresponding generic object wibkeach said 
requested object. 
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